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Tossups 
 
1. In one of the Gathas, one of these animals laments its sorrowful existence before Ahura Mazda. They’re not 
cats, but black examples of these animals that were thought to have been conceived by lightning or moonlight 
were mummified and buried in Saqqara. Up to one hundred of these animals were sprinkled with 
barley-meal at the start of a hecatomb (“HECK-uh-toom”). In Ancient Egypt, these animals were venerated 
near (*) Memphis as the manifestation of Ptah. In surviving reliefs depicting the mystery religion of Mithraism, 
swords are plunged into the necks of these animals in a ritual called the tauroctony (“tor-OK-tuh-nee”). Minoan 
frescoes often depict athletes leaping over, for 10 points, what animals that were raised for livestock? 
ANSWER: cows [or bulls; or cattle; or oxen; or bovines] 
<AG, Religion> 
 
2. In a form of “distillation” named for this phenomenon, the input is many copies of an arbitrary system that 
“weakly” displays this phenomenon, and LOCC methods are used to output a system that “maximally” 
displays this phenomenon. A bipartite system displays this phenomenon if and only if it cannot be 
decomposed into the tensor product of two kets. The pilot wave theory of de Broglie (“duh BROY”) and 
Bohm and other (*) hidden variable theories were developed to explain this phenomenon, whose incompatibility 
with local realism is the subject of the EPR paradox. Since this phenomenon apparently violates causality, Einstein 
derided it with the phrase “spooky action at a distance.” For 10 points, name this phenomenon where the quantum 
states of two physically separated particles depend on each other. 
ANSWER: quantum entanglement [accept word forms like entangled] 
<BB, Physics> 
 
3. The accusation that Aulus Licinius Archias had not been subjected to this action led to his student Cicero 
defending him in the oration Pro Archia Poeta. The younger Marcus Livius Drusus was assassinated for 
supporting a bill that would have performed this action. This action was performed in places such as Etruria 
by a 90 BC Lex Julia as a reward to allied towns. Gaius Gracchus proposed a bill that would have performed 
this action, which was rejected by plebeians who feared competition for the grain dole, and was a major cause 
behind the (*) Social War. This action was carried out through the Constitutio Antoniniana, which mostly applied 
to those living outside of Italy. For 10 points, name this action most notably carried out by Caracalla in 212 AD, 
which granted full rights to residents of all provinces within his empire. 
ANSWER: expanding Roman citizenship [accept descriptive answers that mention becoming a citizen of Rome 
such as granting citizenship or giving citizenship; prompt on just citizenship by asking “what action is occurring?”; 
prompt on becoming Roman by asking “in what way?”] 
<TR, Other History> 
 
  



4. Much of this composer’s earlier work was revived thanks to editions and advocacy by H. C. Robbins 
Landon. The introduction to this composer’s last symphony opens with the orchestra in unison using a 
double-dotted rhythm to play the ascending fifth “D, D, D A.” The second movement of one of his symphonies 
begins with the slow eighth notes “C C, E E, G G, E.” Another symphony by this composer is unusually in 
F-sharp minor, ends with the musicians one by one (*) leaving the stage, and was written while in residence for 
Prince Esterházy. For a 1791 trip, this composer wrote a symphony whose slow movement is interrupted by a 
sudden G-major chord. For 10 points, name this Classical composer whose 104 symphonies have nicknames like 
“Farewell,” “London,” and “Surprise.” 
ANSWER: (Franz) Joseph Haydn 
<AWD, Music> 
 
5. A character with this first name fondles some “satin shoes” with soles yellowed with wax from a dance 
floor at a ball whose memory “became an occupation.” Love for a character with this first name is the subject 
of Mario Vargas Llosa’s The Perpetual Orgy. A lifelong hypochondriac is cared for at (*) Hartfield by his 
daughter, who has this name. An inept attempt to persuade Harriet Smith to turn down Mr. Martin leads George 
Knightley to chide a character with this name. Another character with this name has sex in a moving carriage as part 
of an affair with Léon. For 10 points, give this name shared by the title characters of a novel by Jane Austen and 
Flaubert’s Madame Bovary. 
ANSWER: Emma [accept Emma Woodhouse or Emma Bovary] 
<JG, Long Fiction> 
 
6. One of these characters was asked by his father to kill his mother as punishment for her becoming 
distracted by the sight of spirits frolicking in a river. Another of these characters steps on a demon king’s 
head as the last of his requested “three paces of land.” One of these characters jumps out of a broken pillar 
on a threshold at twilight in order to kill an otherwise-indestructible demon, and takes the form of a half-man 
half-lion. The (*) last of these characters will appear with a flaming sword on a white horse to end the Kali Yuga. 
The dwarf Vamana, Narasimha, the axe-wielding Parashurama, and Kalki are all examples of these characters, as are 
Buddha, Rama, and Krishna. For 10 points, give the term for these incarnations of a Hindu preserver god. 
ANSWER: avatars of Vishnu [or Dashavatara; accept synonyms for “avatar” like incarnation before 
“incarnations”; prompt on partial answers] 
<RC, Mythology> 
 
7. A character created by this playwright gives a monologue in which she asks the Virgin Mary “Where were 
you when me darlin’ son was riddled by bullets?” This author’s six-volume autobiography was published 
under the title Mirror in My House. One of this playwright’s characters looks up at the sky and asks himself 
“What is the moon? What is the stars?” That character declares the world to be “in a terrible state o’ (*) 
chassis” at the end of the play. A one-armed man named Johnny feels guilty for his betrayal of Robbie Tancred, 
which leads to Robbie’s death, in a play by this man in which Joxer Daly hangs out at the pub with Captain Jack 
Boyle. For 10 points, name this Irish author of Juno and the Paycock. 
ANSWER: Sean O’Casey [or John Casey] 
<WN, Drama> 
 
  



8. Joshua Epstein and Robert Axtell’s Sugarscape is a social simulation model based on people referred to by 
this specific term. The structuration theory of Anthony Giddens is a method of analysis based both on the 
notion of “structure” and on a notion with this name. In linguistics, a thematic relation of this name is 
exemplified by “Mary” in the sentence “Mary petted the cat,” in which “the cat” is the (*) patient. A problem 
in economic theory closely related to moral hazard problems is named after “principals” and these people. They’re 
not representatives, but someone who has a contractual agreement with an insurance policy owner is called one of 
these people “of record.” For 10 points, identify this specific term, which in law refers to someone authorized to act 
on another’s behalf, and which in economics refers to any actor or decision-maker. 
ANSWER: agents [or agency; do not accept or prompt on “proxy”] 
<WN, Social Science> 
 
9. Neil Immermann defined this set as the group of entities expressed in first-order logic with a least 
fixed-point operator over ordered structures. This set is the subject of a thesis by Jack Edmonds and Alan 
Cobham, which concerns the “feasibility” of its members. Adding the power of randomness to the 
mathematical model used to define this set can be used to define the “bounded-error (*) probabilistic” 
counterpart to this set. This set consists of the decision problems that are solvable in a tractable amount of time, such 
as linear programming problems and the greatest common divisor problem. It is an open question whether it is equal 
to its non-deterministic counterpart. For 10 points, name this class from computational complexity that may be equal 
to NP. 
ANSWER: P [or polynomial time] 
<IJ, Other Science - Computer Science> 
 
10. This man’s rise to power began in 1987, when he was sent by his best friend to address regional tensions, 
but ended up stoking them by telling a crowd being forced back by police batons that “no one will dare beat 
you again.” This man spurred the “anti-bureaucratic revolution,” which culminated when he gave a 1989 
speech at the Gazimestan Monument commemorating the 600th anniversary of a battle at which national 
hero Miloš (*) Obilić supposedly assassinated an Ottoman sultan. Under this former protégé of Ivan Stambolić, the 
general Ratko Mladić ordered the execution of over 8,000 Bosniaks at Srebrenica in 1995. For 10 points, what 
president of Serbia died in prison in The Hague while facing war crimes charges for ethnic cleansing committed in 
the 1990s? 
ANSWER: Slobodan Milošević 
<AH, European History> 
 
11. Erwin Panofsky noted how an architectural patron from this country exalted God as the “Father of 
Lights” in the Neoplatonist poems included in his Latin autobiography titled On What Was Done in His 
Administration. An architectural style that started around 1240 in this country has a name meaning 
“radiating” in reference to the spokes of (*) rose windows. A cathedral in this country which is said to house the 
tunic that the Virgin Mary wore during Christ’s birth features a well-preserved labyrinth on the floor of the nave. 
Many of this country’s kings are buried in a basilica which was rebuilt in the 12th century by Abbot Suger 
(“soo-JAIR”), who popularized Gothic architecture in this country. For 10 points, name this country home to the 
Abbey of St. Denis (“san-duh-NEE”) and Chartres (“shart”) Cathedral. 
ANSWER: France 
<WN, Other Arts - Architecture> 
 
  



12. The protagonist of this story notes that children have gnawed on the bed, and comments that the room 
looks “as if a boys’ school had used it.” This story was inspired by the author’s struggles with neurasthenia, 
for which the author sought treatment from a doctor who developed the “West cure.” This story’s 
protagonist believes what her brother and husband say because they are (*) doctors. A pattern described as a 
“debased Romanesque” appears on the title object of this story. At the end of this story, the narrator tells her 
husband that she’s “got out at last,” appearing to have assumed the personality of the woman hidden in the design of 
the title object. For 10 points, name this story named for a psychosis-inducing room decoration, written by Charlotte 
Perkins Gilman. 
ANSWER: “The Yellow Wallpaper” 
<RR, Short Fiction> 
 
13. A receptor partially named for this compound is activated by a peptide found in Gila monster venom. A 
peptide that is “like” this compound is an example of an incretin, whose production is blocked by DPP-4 
inhibitors like Januvia. This compound upregulates a pathway that uses enzymes like HMG-CoA lyase to 
synthesize ketone bodies. This hormone stimulates a pathway whose rate-limiting step uses a (*) phosphorylase 
enzyme to break a terminal alpha 1 to 4 linkage. This hormone promotes the breakdown of triglycerides and 
glycogen, acting as the body’s main catabolic hormone. The alpha cells of the pancreas produce this hormone. For 
10 points, name this hormone that raises the concentration of glucose in the bloodstream, which acts in opposition to 
insulin. 
ANSWER: glucagon 
<BB, Biology> 
 
14. This country’s African-descended population was devastated by an 1871 yellow fever outbreak in its 
capital. One leader of this country carried out the Conquest of the Desert, which killed or displaced much of 
the indigenous population in its south. This country’s leading conservative newspaper, La Nación, was 
founded by its president Bartolomé Mitre. While exiled, this country’s future president Domingo Sarmiento 
wrote the book Facundo as an attack on the caudillo leader (*) Juan Manuel de Rosas. A revolutionary general 
from this country won the Battle of Chacabuco as part of his campaign for Chilean independence after completing 
the Crossing of the Andes. For 10 points, name this home country of José de San Martín whose presidents led from 
Buenos Aires. 
ANSWER: Argentina [or Argentine Republic; or República Argentina] 
<TR, World History> 
 
15. A fragment of a work by this artist that depicts Pope Boniface VIII “proclaiming the Jubilee” is housed in 
San Giovanni in Laterano. This artist painted an Annunciation section of a larger work in which Mary and 
Gabriel are curiously on opposite ends of an arch. One of this man’s frescos included a narrow series of 
black-and-white Virtues and Vices. This Renaissance painter designed the Florence Cathedral’s bell-tower. 
He depicted people with torches and clubs in a panel that shows Jesus in profile in the (*) Kiss of Judas. This 
man painted part of a fresco with a blue background where the main characters face away from the viewer and ten 
angels cry out in pain above, his Lamentation. For 10 points, name this late Gothic artist whom Enrico Scrovegni 
(“scro-VAIN-yee”) commissioned to paint frescos for the Arena Chapel. 
ANSWER: Giotto di Bondone 
<AWD, Painting> 
 
  



16. The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra accompanied recordings of this singer on the 2017 album A Brand 
New Me. In a song popularized by this singer, King Curtis plays a saxophone solo in F-sharp minor, despite 
the rest of the song being in C major. When Luciano Pavarotti was too ill to perform at the 1998 Grammy 
Awards, this singer performed “Nessun dorma” in his place. This artist’s backup vocalists sing (*) “Sock it to 
me” in her interpretation of an Otis Redding song. This artist, who honored Carole King at the Kennedy Center 
Honors by performing “(You Make Me Feel Like) A Natural Woman,” wore a gray jacket while singing “My 
Country, ’Tis of Thee” at the inauguration of Barack Obama. For 10 points, what singer of “Respect” was known as 
the “Queen of Soul” and passed away in August 2018? 
ANSWER: Aretha Franklin 
<KH, Other Academic> 
 
17. A new military strategy in this country was shaped by a study written by Fred Kagan, General Jack 
Keane, and Ken Pollack. Attacks in this country often originated from the “Belts” around its capital city. 
After the conquest of this country, Paul Bremer was appointed head of the Coalition Provisional Authority. 
Two major battles were fought to take the city of (*) Fallujah in this country’s deadly Sunni Triangle. During a 
conflict here, the American president gave a speech on the aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln proclaiming 
“Mission Accomplished.” A controversial “Surge” strategy was led in this country by General David Petraeus. 
American forces tortured prisoners in this country at Abu Ghraib. For 10 points, name this country once led by 
Saddam Hussein. 
ANSWER: Iraq 
<JZ, American History> 
 
18. This character proclaims that tarantulas are the best “world-maligners” and “heretic-burners” in an 
extended discussion of a tarantula nest. This character analogizes one’s neighbors to “poisonous flies in the 
market-place” in a speech attacking society that he gives at the town of the Motley Cow. He has a dream in 
which he sees a devil with scornful laughter after a child shows him a mirror. This character, who spends ten 
years studying alone in the mountains, proclaims the idea of “eternal (*) recurrence” as a “joyful truth.” After 
speaking to an old man, this character expresses his author’s idea that “God is dead!” For 10 points, name this 
character who “speaks” in a philosophical novel by Friedrich Nietzsche, and who is named for a Persian prophet. 
ANSWER: Zarathustra [accept Also Sprach Zarathustra or Thus Spake Zarathustra; do not accept or prompt on 
“Zoroaster”] 
<IJ, Philosophy> 
 
19. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe’s love for Friederike Brion inspired a poem about one of these objects on a 
heath. A poem named after one of these objects includes a lengthy coda in which personifications like Genius 
and Lady Reason discuss love and other topics, which comes after a more narrative-driven section that 
recounts a dream-vision in a walled garden. Christine de (*) Pizan’s Book of the City of Ladies was partly 
written as a feminist response to a 21,000-line poem named after one of these objects. Guillaume de Lorris and Jean 
de Meun wrote a medieval French allegorical poem entitled The Romance of [one of these flowers]. For 10 points, a 
Robert Burns poem compares the speaker’s love to what “red, red” object? 
ANSWER: roses 
<WN, Poetry> 
 
  



20. This technique can be efficiently scaled up for industrial use with the simulated moving bed process. The 
resolution between two peaks in the output of this technique can be computed by the Purnell equation. Both 
distillation and this technique can be mathematically analyzed by splitting the apparatus into a series of 
“theoretical plates.” Highly charged resins are primarily used in water purification or in the (*) ion-exchange 
form of this technique. A pressurized mixture is fed into a tube lined with adsorbents in a “high-performance” type 
of this technique, which computes retention times based on how strongly they interact with materials like silica gel. 
Substances are separated using mobile and stationary phases in, for 10 points, what analytical technique which can 
be used to split marker ink into its constituent colors? 
ANSWER: chromatography [accept column chromatography or liquid chromatography] 
<KH, Chemistry> 
 
  



Bonuses 
 
1. A portable one of these buildings carried around during festivals is known as a mikoshi, and they contain a central 
honden (“HOHN-den”) that is generally closed to the public. For 10 points each: 
[10] Name these religious buildings that harbor kami. One of these buildings in Ise (“ee-say”) is torn down and 
rebuilt anew every 20 years. 
ANSWER: Shinto shrines [or jinja; accept English equivalents like Shinto temples] 
[10] Shinto shrine maidens often perform kagura, a ritual form of this general action. That tradition originates with 
Ame-No-Uzume, who did this action to help lure Amaterasu out of her cave. 
ANSWER: dancing [accept word forms] 
[10] According to Shinto tradition, all of the gods gather at this oldest Shinto shrine every October. It is dedicated to 
the kami Ōkuninushi. 
ANSWER: Izumo Shrine [accept Izumo-taisha or Izumo Ōyashiro] 
<DM, Religion> 
 
2. A poem describes this man as someone “whose name in arms through Europe rings / Filling each mouth with 
envy, or with praise.” For 10 points each: 
[10] Name this man, the addressee of a poem that describes Isabel Thwaites leaving a nunnery after a section on the 
architecture of “Appleton House,” which is the “Work of no Forrain Architect.” 
ANSWER: Thomas Fairfax, 3rd Lord Fairfax of Cameron 
[10] The poet of “Upon Appleton House” wrote “An Horatian Ode” upon this man’s return. That poem about this 
man describes his inability to “cease / In the inglorious arts of peace.” 
ANSWER: Oliver Cromwell 
[10] Those poems about Cromwell and Fairfax were written by this poet of “To His Coy Mistress.” 
ANSWER: Andrew Marvell 
<JG, Poetry> 
 
3. This composer’s “Queen Mab Scherzo” was one of the first pieces to use crotales, or “antique cymbals.” For 10 
points each: 
[10] Name this composer who wrote his first and most famous symphony in 1830 while he was obsessed with the 
actress Harriet Smithson. 
ANSWER: Hector Berlioz (That is Symphonie fantastique.) 
[10] Berlioz’s “Queen Mab Scherzo” was written as part of a “dramatic symphony” based on this play. Other pieces 
based on this Shakespeare play include an “Overture-Fantasy” by Tchaikovsky and a ballet by Prokofiev. 
ANSWER: Romeo and Juliet [accept Roméo et Juliette] 
[10] This colorfully orchestrated Berlioz piece features themes from his opera Benvenuto Cellini. Its exuberant 
opening in the strings is quickly cut off by a slow English horn solo in 3/4 time. 
ANSWER: Roman Carnival Overture [or Le carnaval romain ouverture caractéristique] 
<YFL, Music> 
 
  



4. This ruler reduced the influence of his court Mandarins by supporting foreign administrators such as the Greek 
Constantine Phaulkon. For 10 points each: 
[10] Name this Siamese king whose close ties to the French led to a 1688 rebellion against his rule, which resulted 
in Siam’s isolation from the West. 
ANSWER: Narai [or Ramathibodi III or Ramathibodi Si Sanphet] 
[10] Narai ruled this kingdom, whose name is derived from the home city of Rama. 
ANSWER: Ayutthaya [or Ayodhya] 
[10] In 1686, an embassy from Narai travelled to the court of King Louis XIV at this palace in a suburb of Paris. 
ANSWER: Palace of Versailles 
<TR, World History> 
 
5. Answer the following about the mathematician Alston Scott Householder, for 10 points each. 
[10] Householder’s method finds these values of a function, which are inputs that make the function’s output zero. 
ANSWER: roots [prompt on solutions or zeroes or x-intercepts] 
[10] Householder’s Ph.D. thesis dealt with this discipline, which seeks to find the extrema of functionals. In this 
discipline the Euler–Lagrange equations often reduce down to the Beltrami identity. 
ANSWER: calculus of variations [or variational calculus; prompt on calculus] 
[10] Householder developed a transformation that performs this operation through a plane or hyperplane. The Weyl 
(“vile”) group is an example of the group generated by the set of these operations in Euclidean space. 
ANSWER: reflections [accept reflection operations] 
<IJ, Other Science - Mathematics> 
 
6. A character interprets a thunderstorm in this village as an omen of his impending death. For 10 points each: 
[10] Name this village where a man arrives and sits on a stone, which he is told is on ground sacred to the Furies. 
ANSWER: Colonus 
[10] This character arrives at Colonus in the second play of a trilogy by Sophocles. In the first play, he unwittingly 
kills his father Laius and sleeps with his mother Jocasta. 
ANSWER: Oedipus Rex 
[10] This daughter of Oedipus arrives on horseback at Colonus to inform Oedipus that his sons are fighting for 
control of Thebes. In a later play, she refuses to go with Antigone to bury their brother Polyneices. 
ANSWER: Ismene 
<WN, Drama> 
 
7. This discipline modifies many standard economic equations by adding an error term to account for random 
shocks. For 10 points each: 
[10] Name this discipline of economics that applies statistical modeling and computational techniques to 
observational economic data. 
ANSWER: econometrics 
[10] Many econometrics studies focus on the effect of this independent variable. ARIMA models are used to predict 
variables that depend on this independent variable. 
ANSWER: time 
[10] ARIMA models are a combination of AR and MA models; AR models use a variable’s past performance as 
predictors in this statistical technique. This technique’s “linear” type may use a least squares approach to produce a 
line of best fit. 
ANSWER: regression [or linear regression; or auto-regression] 
<RR, Social Science - Economics> 
 
  



8. Answer the following about ways of visualizing molecules, for 10 points each. 
[10] This American chemist’s “dot diagrams” visualize electrons in compounds. 
ANSWER: Gilbert Lewis 
[10] In organic chemistry, the flow of electrons in chemical reactions is depicted using these shapes. 
ANSWER: curved arrows [accept fishhook arrows] 
[10] The shapes and distribution of charge in molecules can be visualized by making “maps” of this quantity. Those 
maps, which are similar to the electron density maps used in crystallography, use computational methods to make 
molecules into 3D globular surfaces, which are colored in based on the value for this quantity. 
ANSWER: electrostatic potential maps [accept electric potential maps] 
<BB, Chemistry> 
 
9. The need for these figures, who are said to be connected to “goodness,” is dramatized with the “ship of state” 
metaphor, in which these figures are analogized to captains of very large boats. For 10 points each: 
[10] Name these idealized rulers discussed in the sixth book of an ancient Greek political treatise. Since they love 
wisdom, they should be able to make the best decisions for the public welfare. 
ANSWER: philosopher kings [prompt on kings or philosophers] 
[10] Philosopher kings are praised by Socrates in this Platonic dialogue, which is named for a city representing a 
public form of government championed by Socrates. 
ANSWER: The Republic [or Politea] 
[10] Plato depicted this likely-fictitious Neopythagorean philosopher from Locri as having once held high office and 
having the qualities of a philosopher king. Like the unfinished Critias, the Platonic dialogue named for him presents 
the myth of Atlantis. 
ANSWER: Timaeus of Locri [accept Timaeus] 
<IJ, Philosophy> 
 
10. This man organized Sweden into a system of counties that is still largely used today. For 10 points each: 
[10] Name this chancellor of Sweden who worked with Gustavus Adolphus and served as regent for Queen 
Christina. 
ANSWER: Axel Oxenstierna (“ook-sen-SHWANN-ah”), Count of Södermöre [accept either underlined answer] 
[10] Christina became Queen Regnant after Gustavus Adolphus was killed at this battle of the Thirty Years’ War. 
ANSWER: Battle of Lützen 
[10] Oxenstierna allied Sweden with France, which was then led by this Cardinal who served as Louis XIII’s chief 
minister. 
ANSWER: Cardinal Richelieu [or Armand Jean du Plessis] 
<TR, European History> 
 
11. Answer the following about interpretatio romana, a process by which writers like Tacitus reinterpreted 
non-Roman mythical traditions through a Roman lens, for 10 points each. 
[10] Tacitus’s Germania identifies a goddess worshipped by the Suebi people as this Egyptian goddess, the subject 
of a small Roman cult. The Greek god Harpocrates is a version of this goddess’s son Horus. 
ANSWER: Isis 
[10] Tacitus also mentions the Suebi goddess Nerthus, who is linguistically linked to this male Norse god, the father 
of Freyr and Freya. Skadi found herself attracted to this god’s beautiful feet. 
ANSWER: Njörd [or Njörðr] 
[10] Tacitus identifies Odin, the chief god of many Germanic pantheons, with this Roman god. Julius Caesar 
reported that he was popularly equated with the Celtic trade god Lugus in Gaul and Britain. 
ANSWER: Mercury 
<RC, Mythology> 



 
12. This quantity depends on variables other than temperature for a Bingham plastic. For 10 points each: 
[10] Name this quantity whose “dynamic” form, symbolized mu, equals the ratio of shear stress to shear rate 
according to a law discovered by Isaac Newton. 
ANSWER: viscosity 
[10] Kinematic viscosity equals dynamic viscosity divided by this quantity. For water, this quantity equals 
approximately 1000 kilograms per meter cubed. 
ANSWER: density 
[10] According to kinetic theory, the viscosity of a gas is linearly proportional to this value, denoted lambda. It 
represents the average distance travelled by a gas particle between collisions. 
ANSWER: mean free path 
<BB, Physics> 
 
13. Robert Louis Stevenson said that this author “had ceased to be human” after this man wrote “King Pest,” a story 
in which two sea men drown the title figure and his retinue using a barrel of ale. For 10 points each: 
[10] Name this author whose other barrel-centric stories include one in which a man’s hair turns from jet black to 
white as he survives a shipwreck by holding onto a barrel. 
ANSWER: Edgar Allan Poe 
[10] That Edgar Allan Poe story is set in Norway and is titled for a “Descent” into this kind of whirlpool. 
ANSWER: maelstrom [accept “A Descent into the Maelstrom”] 
[10] Fortunato buries Montresor alive at the end of this Edgar Allan Poe story titled for a barrel of wine. 
ANSWER: “The Cask of Amontillado” 
<IJ, Short Fiction> 
 
14. Under William Colby, this organization compiled reports of its misdeeds known as the “Family Jewels,” most of 
which were released in 2007. For 10 points each: 
[10] Name this American spy organization that journalist Seymour Hersh revealed to have been operating on 
domestic soil during the 1950s through 1970s, in violation of its charter. 
ANSWER: CIA [or Central Intelligence Agency] 
[10] In the 1970s, the CIA’s misdeeds were investigated by a committee led by and named for this Democratic 
senator from Idaho, which led to the passage of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, or FISA (“FYE-zuh”). 
ANSWER: Frank Church [or Frank Forrester Church III; accept Church Committee] 
[10] Investigations into the CIA were spurred when Ramparts magazine revealed that the agency had been funding 
the NSA, a coalition of governments based in these places. In the 1960s, Mario Savio led the Free Speech 
Movement from one of these places. 
ANSWER: colleges [or universities; accept any answer indicating college or university or campus or similar; 
prompt on less-specific answers such as “schools” or similar] 
<AH, American History> 
 
  



15. This composer’s “Largo” is derived from his aria “Ombra mai fu,” which is sung by Xerxes to a tree he likes. 
For 10 points each: 
[10] Name this composer of operas like Alcina, Rinaldo, and Serse. 
ANSWER: George Frideric Handel 
[10] Handel’s opera Rinaldo was the first Italian opera composed for this city, where Handel was the music director 
for the Royal Academy of Music. Handel’s Water Music was premiered on a river in this European capital. 
ANSWER: London 
[10] A solo horn accompanies the title man’s aria “Va tacito” in this Handel opera based on ancient history. This 
opera’s female lead sings the mournful arias “Se pietà” (“say pyay-TAH”) and “Piangerò la sorte mia” 
(“pyahn-jay-ROH lah sor-tay MEE-ah”), and it includes the countertenor staples “Svegliatevi nel core” 
(“zvell-YAH-tay-vee nell KOH-ray”) and “Da tempeste.” 
ANSWER: Giulio Cesare in Egitto [or Julius Caesar] 
<AWD, Other Arts - Opera> 
 
16. The 1978 murder of Altab Ali by racist teenagers led to protests by immigrants originally from this country. For 
10 points each: 
[10] Name this country, many of whose immigrants to the UK live in the Brick Lane neighborhood of London and 
originate from this country’s Sylhet region. 
ANSWER: Bangladesh 
[10] This politician gave the racist 1968 “Rivers of Blood” speech in opposition to mass immigration to the UK. 
ANSWER: Enoch Powell [or John Enoch Powell] 
[10] The many restaurants opened by Bengali immigrants have led to this common type of food being called 
Britain’s national dish. 
ANSWER: curry [accept specific varieties such as chicken tikka masala] 
<TR, Other History> 
 
17. An artifact originating from an event involving this company was found on the shores of Réunion over a year 
after it occurred. For 10 points each: 
[10] Name this company, the subject of a safety investigation report released in July 2018 that led to the resignation 
of Azharuddin Abdul Rahman and detailed the mystery behind the presumed deaths of 239 people. 
ANSWER: Malaysia Airlines Berhad [accept MH370 or Malaysia Airlines Flight 370] 
[10] When it went missing, Malaysia Airlines 370 was carrying 5,408 pounds of these items, which are usually 
banned in airport cabins. 
ANSWER: lithium-ion batteries [prompt on batteries or lithium batteries] 
[10] Malaysian Airlines experienced another tragedy when MH17 was shot down by pro-Russian separatists over 
the Donetsk Oblast in this war-torn region of eastern Ukraine. 
ANSWER: Donbass 
<KH, Current Events> 
 
  



18. A painting traditionally named after one of these people “in meditation” probably actually depicts a scene from 
the Book of Tobit. For 10 points each: 
[10] Name this type of person, one of whom titles a painting in which he wears a jeweled belt and places his hand on 
top of a sculpture. 
ANSWER: philosophers [accept Philosopher in Meditation] 
[10] Philosopher in Meditation and Aristotle Contemplating a Bust of Homer are by this artist of The Night Watch. 
ANSWER: Rembrandt (Harmenszoon) van Rijn [or Rembrandt van Rijn] 
[10] In his book Rembrandt’s Eyes, this historian suggested that Aristotle Contemplating a Bust of Homer actually 
depicts a painter, not Aristotle. He presented the BBC documentary series Power of Art. 
ANSWER: Simon (Michael) Schama 
<WN, Painting> 
 
19. Seizures in this part of the brain can cause déjà vu, amnesia, or dissociation. For 10 points each: 
[10] Name this lobe of the brain that is in contact with the frontal and parietal lobes. The medial portion of this lobe 
contains the hippocampus. 
ANSWER: temporal lobe 
[10] The temporal lobe contains an area named for this neurologist, which when damaged causes expressive aphasia. 
This neurologist also names a type of encephalopathy caused by thiamine deficiency. 
ANSWER: Carl Wernicke (“VAIR-nick-uh”) 
[10] Damage to the fusiform gyrus of the temporal lobe causes this condition, in which the sufferer is unable to 
recognize faces. 
ANSWER: prosopagnosia 
<Eric M, Biology> 
 
20. The main female character of this novel is distressed to learn that a man named Daniel stole her husband’s rifle, 
and joined a group of fighters. For 10 points each: 
[10] Name this novel where the aforementioned gun theft causes Maureen to break down and run towards an 
unidentified helicopter, which may be commanded by the black people who violently overthrew the government. 
ANSWER: July’s People 
[10] This author fictionalized a violent end to apartheid in July’s People. Her other works include one depicting the 
Soweto Riots, Burger’s Daughter. 
ANSWER: Nadine Gordimer 
[10] To reach the village of July’s people, Maureen and Bamford ride for three days in this yellow vehicle, which 
Bamford originally purchased for a hunting trip. Give the six-letter name by which this vehicle is frequently referred 
in the novel. 
ANSWER: bakkie 
<IJ, Long Fiction> 
 


